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FOR RELEASE:

13 July 1978

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

95-648
Washington, D C

IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE OF 1972, it was ''wheels up" at Andrews
Air Force Base as members of the International Relations Committee and the Select
Committee on Narcotics-Abuse and Control embarked on a study mission to Southeast
Asia and a concurrent visit to the People's Republic of China.
As you read this report, my colleagues and I will be preparing to head
homeward from a land of one billion people!

That figure should give us pause,

and perhaps a little humility when we ponder the solution of all our problems in
the United States.

In a future report, I'll convey some of my impressions from

this extraordinary journey.
The Select Committee has been conducting critical investigations of
narcotics trafficking in Hawaii, Guam, Thailand, Hong Kong, and Macau -- deemed
to be principal ports of entry for Asian heroin destined for Europe and the
United, Ste' cs,.
The 1972 Shanghai Communique began:

"President Richard Nixon of the

United States of America visited the People's Republic of China at the invitation
of Premier Chou En-lai of the People's· Republic of China from February 21 to
February 28, 1972.

Accompanying the President were Mrs. Nixon, U.S. Secretary of

State William Rogers, Assistant to the President Dr. Henry Kissinger, and other
American officials ••• "
The Communique continued:

" ••• The United States believes that the effort

to reduce tensions is served by improving communication between countries that
have different ideologies so as to lessen the risks of confrontation through
accident, miscalculation or misunderstanding .•• "
" ••• Both sides view bilateral trade as another area from which mutual
benefit can be derived, and agreed that economic relations based on equality and
mutual benefit are in the interest of the peoples of the two countries.

They

agree to facilitate the progressive development of trade between their two
countries •••
"The two sides agreed that they will stay in contact through various
channels, including the sending of a Senior U.S. representative to Peking from
time to time for concrete consultations to further the normalization of relations
between the two countries and continue to exchange views on issues of common
.interest ••• "
Thus the purpose of our trip.

I am honored to have been selected to

participate in behalf of the people of Texas.

And so the way was clear for us to travel to the other side of the world
to update our intelligence on a very serious problem:

the re-emergence of

Southeast Asia as a major source of heroin.
Heroin arriving in the United States from the "Golden Triangle" areas
of Thailand, Burma, and Laos has increased dramatically in the last six months.
This is due in part to the success of the poppy eradication program in Mexico,
and in part to increased activity and sophistication on the part of organized
narcotics traffickers.
It is urgent that our government maintain a high degree of contact
with the principal source countries so that our information on local attitudes
and trafficking activities may be kept as current as possible until we finally are
able to stop all flow of illegal drugs, which is our aim and high hope.

Far too

many of our citizens, and especially our young people, fall prey to this menace,
and we cannot do enough to combat it.

*

*

*

PAY-AS-YOU-GO-GOVERNMENT -- such as we have in Texas

is the only way to bring

federal spending under control.

on January 4, my very

As far back as 1965

first day in Congress -- the first of 7 de la Garza joint resolutions called for
the balancing of the government's books.

It was very lonely then as I recall:

I could not find any cosponsors, I couldn't get any hearings scheduled, and maqy
of my friends and colleagues laughed.

But I continued my efforts.

Just recently on the House floor, I rose to remind my colleagues that for
the past 14 years I have been working for a Constitutional amendment to provide
that government appropriations shall not exceed government revenues, except in
time of war or grave national emergency.
As the people have grown weary of reckless spending programs, high taxes,
and increasing inflation, other Congressional voices have grown louder in their
plea for national fiscal sanity.

Now literally dozens of similar resolutions

stand beside mine, and the roll grows longer.
On January 4, 1977, I introduced House Joint Resolution 51.
and it is simple.

It is direct

It provides that for each fiscal year the President shall

determine and proclaim the estimated total revenues of the U.S. Government, the,
figures to be revised quarterly. Congress would be prohibited from authorizing the
withdrawal of Treasury funds in excess of the total amount of revenues. Outlays,
for whatever purpose, could not be greater than income. Only war or national
emergency would excuse a budget imbalance.
Congress should now consider this proposal whose time has come. In the
present climate, three-fourths of our sovereign states should have no trouble at all
in transforming an income-outgo resolution into the next amendment to the Constitution of the United States.
Welcome, I say, to my colleagues who join me now. It is not so lonely
any more.

*

*

*

*

*

*

VISITORS FROM HO~m this week were Roy E. Reed and Russ Richardson of Brownsville,
and Mrs. Diane Barker McClary and Steve Steiner of McAllen.

